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ñWe touch peopleôs 

lives in every aspect 

ïemotional, 

financial, getting the 

resources they need. 

You advocate on their 

behalf, and empower 

people to speak for 

themselves.ò

CECILIA GAVIGAN
Specialty Clinics



ñMost people really just 

want to be heard; if you 

can do that, you can make 

a human connection. 

Thatôs the essence of 

Social Work ïit stays 

consistent, no matter how 

crazy our world gets.ò 

JUHI MALHOTRA 
Mobile Crisis Unit



ñI help teenagers 

explore mind-body 

connections. Stress 

management, emotions, 

relationships, lifestyle, 

education ïall of that is 

part of being a healthy 

person.ò 

MAE SIEGEL
Adolescent Protection Clinic



ñI like being the 

person who can sit 

down and relax the 

child, make them 

comfortable, help 

them get through their 

procedure.ò

LINDSAY WALLACE
Child Life Program



ñIn the NICU, moms

are there together and 

we work to build a 

support team. Patients 

call us their second 

family. Itôs very 

rewarding when patients 

say that.ò 

SIERRA WALTON
NICU



ñI find it rewarding to 

work with mothers 

with new babies. 

Thereôs something so 

happy about a baby 

being born ïit 

represents new 

beginnings, and 

new life.ò 

CHRISTINA DIFAVA
Inpatient OB



ñSometimes patients 

call to thank me, out of 

the blue. One woman 

called, and I hadnôt 

spoken to her for years. 

She told me, óI still carry 

your card in my wallet.ôò 

RHONDA BRYANT
Med/Surg



ñAs a Social Worker 

in the Emergency 

Room, I offer 

presence and 

kindness to patients 

and their families in 

moments of crisis.ò

RENA STAUB
Emergency Department



ñI have worked in 

Dialysis for most of 

my 32 years here. 

These patients inspire 

me by their will to 

survive, the fact that 

you can help them to 

have a better life.ò 

REGINA AVNER
Dialysis



ñWhat Social Work is 

about is getting the 

best out of people; 

helping them fly toward 

their dreams, see all the 

possibilities.ò

ANA GONZALEZ
Long Island High School 



ñPeople come because 

theyôre suffering on 

some level and itôs not 

about a broken bone; 

they may have problems 

with their spouse or 

money and no other 

place to turn. Weôre like 

an oasis in the middle of 

Queens.ò 

DAVID MARTINEZ
Emergency Department



ñLife has dealt these 

kids a difficult hand ï

theyôre dealing with 

grief, hopelessness, 

abandonment. We give 

them the tools they 

need to cope, and begin 

to dream again.ò 

DENISE BRYANT-BROOKS
Inpatient Psychiatry



ñIôm struck by how 

much strength our 

clients have. Theyôve 

gotten themselves out 

of horrible situations, 

they have the internal 

resources to advocate 

for themselves and 

survive.ò 

Leah Weinzimer
Libertas Center for Human Rights 



ñI tell my patients, 

óWhatever it is, you 

have to get it out. You 

can talk to someone, 

you can write, you can 

paint, you can take a 

walk. Donôt harbor 

feelings ïitôs good to 

release them.ôò

Cassandra Kumah
Med/Surg


